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A Message from
Your Presidents

Stepping into the role of co-President of
QuiltNSW alongside Sarah Fielke has been
equal parts exhilarating, illuminating, and—
at times—ijust a little overwhelming. Our
first few months have been a deep dive into
the inner workings of an organisation that is
not only rich in history, but powered by an
extraordinary community of passionate and
generous volunteers.

One unexpected highlight has been how
much Sarah and | have come to know each
other more deeply through this process.

Long meetings, shared problem-solving, travel, and plenty of laughter have built a strong
foundation for our partnership—something that has been essential as we navigate this
“crazy zoo"” of people, processes, and possibilities. From sponsors and GAPS coordinators
to long-standing members with invaluable historical knowledge and our many external
vendors, understanding “who’s who" has been both a challenge and a joy.

One of the most rewarding aspects so far has been gaining a deeper understanding of
QuiltNSW itself. The GAPS form the backbone of the organisation, and getting to know
the people who lead these roles has been both inspiring and humbling. Each role is driven
by individuals who bring expertise, dedication, and genuine care for the quilting
community. Seeing how all these moving parts come together has given us a new
appreciation for just how much QuiltNSW offers its members.

Our calendars have quickly filled with executive meetings—often stretching late into the
night—as we navigate decisions, planning, and the ongoing stewardship of the Guild. We
have also conducted detailed handovers from previous President Kaye and other executive
committee members, ensuring continuity while beginning to shape our own approach.
These are balanced by the energy and connection of in-person general meetings at
Burwood RSL, where we have the privilege of engaging directly with members.

A significant part of our role has been acting as a sounding board for member feedback. In
the process, we have answered so, so, so many emails—covering everything from
questions and clarifications to connections, invoices, and even strata plans. While at times
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relentless, this correspondence offers a direct line to our members and a clearer
understanding of how we can better support them in their creative lives.

Behind the scenes, we've also been focused on strengthening systems and
infrastructure. This has included updating banking signatories, approving new
computers for improved IT and office functionality, and—perhaps most challengingly—
tracking down and organising passwords across a multitude of platforms. These
practical steps are vital in setting the Guild up for long-term success.

Planning remains a major focus, particularly for the Sydney Quilt Show 2026. We are
already deep in preparations, while also looking ahead to 2027, which will mark
QuiltNSW'’s 45th anniversary. A recent trip to Melbourne to attend a Liberty of London
event proved both inspiring and instructive—we not only spent valuable time getting to
know each other better, but also closely observed event logistics to inform our own
future planning.

We've also begun shaping how QuiltNSW communicates and connects with members.
We made the decision to remove the previous social media policy discouraging the
sharing of quilts prior to exhibition—instead, we actively encourage members to share
their work widely. More eyes on more quilts can only strengthen our vibrant community.

Alongside this, we are reinstating the Guild’s blog, which will celebrate members and
help document QuiltNSW's rich history for years to come. Initiatives such as the
Presidents’ Posts, Sunday Stash, and a new Block of the Quarter are also part of our
efforts to engage and inspire.

Above all, we've made it a priority to be
present—attending as many quilting events as
possible, supporting members, and celebrating
the incredible talent within our community.

While we are still very much in the early stages
of our presidency, these first months have
been full, fast-paced, and deeply rewarding.

It is a privilege to serve, to learn, and to help
guide QuiltNSW into its next chapter.

Molli Sparkles & Sarah Fielke
Co-Presidents, QuiltNSW



Template Editor's Comments

The last couple of months has seen me learning the software used to produce the
Template. Many thanks to Andrea Beattie for patiently walking me through the process and
reminding me that “Google is my friend”.

There is a lot in this issue including images of all the quilts in the 2025 Suitcase Challenge
“Stripes” and of course details about this year’s QuiltNSW Exhibition including the Sydney
Quilt Show.

I’'m super excited about this year’s International guest and the associated block challenge,
“Something Starting with G”

There are articles about our members displaying their quilts in various exhibitions, news
from Member Groups and we remember a long time member, Judy Day.

Our Blog Editor, Erica Spinks has submitted a humorous article about UFOs which I'm sure
will resonate with many of us. | seem to have amassed over 50 UFOs. Yikes! On a recent
retreat friends shared possible methods for tackling UFOs in a fun way. There was some
mention about “The Power of 10”. Have you heard about that? OR some other solution?

I'd love to hear from members with stories about their UFOs (with images even better).
Let’s have a laugh together!

But seriously, any articles of interest will be gratefully received and published depending on
room in each issue.

Deborah Laurie, Template Editor



April
Wednesday 1

Friday 17

Saturday 25

Monday 27

May
Wednesday 6

Saturday 16
10am - 3pm

Saturday 23

Saturday 23

June

Monday 1

Wednesday 3

Thursday 25 -
Sunday 28

Saturday 27
July
Wednesday 1
Saturday 25

Friday 31

August

Saturday 1

2026 Calendar

Sip & Sew on Zoom

Pop Up Sewing Day -
Post Office Patchwork,
Glenbrook

Community Quilts

Sydney Quilt Show entries
close 5pm

Sip & Sew on Zoom

General Meeting, Club
Burwood RSL, 96
Shaftesbury Road,
Burwood. Doors open 9.45
am, meeting commences
10.30 am

Community Quilts

Pop Up Sewing Day - Sew
Can |, Werrington County

SQS 2026 Acceptance
Notification dispatched this
week

Sip & Sew on Zoom

QuiltNSW Retreat

Community Quilts

Sip & Sew on Zoom
Community Quilts

Giucy Giuce Challenge
Blocks Deadline

Pop Up Sewing Day -
Gosford Sewing Machine
Centre, North Gosford

August cont'd
Wednesday 5

Saturday 15
10am - 3pm

Sunday 16
Saturday 22
September
Wednesday 2

Thursday 17 -
Saturday 19

Saturday 26
October
Wednesday 7

Saturday 24

Saturday 24
November
Wednesday 4

Saturday 21

Saturday 28

Saturday 28
December

Wednesday 2

Sip & Sew on Zoom

General Meeting, Club
Burwood RSL, 96
Shaftesbury Road,
Burwood. Doors open 9.45
am, meeting commences
10.30 am

DoV drop off closes

Community Quilts

Sip & Sew on Zoom

QuiltNSW Exhibition &
Sydney Quilt Show, Rosehill
Gardens Racecourse

Community Quilts

Sip & Sew on Zoom

Pop Up Sewing Day -
60 Stitches, Warriewood

Community Quilts

Sip & Sew on Zoom

Annual General Meeting,
Club Burwood RSL, 96
Shaftesbury Road,
Burwood. Doors open 9.45
am, meeting commences
10.30 am

Pop Up Sewing Day - Berry
Quilt and Co., Far Meadow

Community Quilts

Sip & Sew on Zoom



"Stripes”
The 2025 Suitcase Challenge

First Place
Rebecca Hastings
Arboreal Stripes

| love Lemurs with their stripy
tails, so | used them as the
central theme. | chain stitched
them, so they look like a tapestry.
| combined improv. pieced stripe-
themed fabrics with hand
stitching to further accentuate
the stripe theme.

Second Place and Viewers' Choice Third Place
Donna Boland Donna Boland
Striation V Aurora Grid



Judges’ Commendation Judges’ Commendation

Sheila Beer Linda Butcher

Bounce Banana Stripes
Judges’ Commendation Judges’ Commendation
Louise Smith Jennifer Stringer

Wave A Long, Thin Line



Shelia Alexander
Read Between The Lines

Catherine Babidge
QR Code

Shelia Alexander
Rainbow Sorbet

Tonia Barton
Jungle Stripes
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Tonia Barton
Swimming Pool Stripes

Andrea Beattie
Pink Stripe

Andrea Beattie
A Corporate Life No More

Ruth Buchanan
M.R.I: Magnetic Resonance
Imaging
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Ruth Buchanan
Remembrance of Quilts Past

Jennifer Chapman
Camouflaged

Mary Campbell
Stripey Hexies

Judy Docksey
Through the Blinds
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Judy Docksey
The Bungle Bungles

Beth Dogan
Stripes

Judy Docksey
Quilters Quandary

Penelope Erikson
The Fence
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Julie Harding
Captain

Lynn Hewitt
Prison Stripes

Molli Sparkles
Stripe Study No. 1

Maralyn Iwanczuk
I M Striped
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Kaye Jamieson
Stripe Happens

Julie Kennedy
Linear Drift

June Kelly
Jane’s Licorice Allsorts

Isabella Klompe
Striping It
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Stephanie Knudsen
Fancy Stripes

Roslyn Moules
Where have all the Zebras Gone?

Sharon Marley
Aurora Rising

Cheryl Nelson
A-Maze-in Stripes
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Wendy Nutt
A Quilter’'s Cocktail - Hexies With a Twist

Jenny Rofe
Blooming Stripes

Angelique Parr
Stripes from Stripes

Jane Rundle
Red Stripes With Friends
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Jennifer Stringer
Taree Estate

Grace Widders
Stepping Stones

Helen Tait
Diagonal Stripes
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2026 QuiltNSW Exhibition &
Sydney Quilt Show

(/Q/ Thursday to Saturday
é@‘ 17 - 19 September 2026
the Grand Pavilion

Rosehill Racecourse
9.30 am - 4 pm daily

The countdown is on for the September 2026 Sydney Quilt Show—and this year, it's
shaping up to be the biggest and most exciting event QuiltNSW has ever delivered.
Taking place from Thursday 17 to Saturday 19 September at Rosehill Racecourse, the
show promises an inspiring celebration of creativity, community, and craftsmanship for
quilters of all levels.

One of the standout highlights for 2026 is the international guest tutor Giuseppe Ribaldo,
travelling from the USA. Many will know him better as @giucy_giuce from Instagram,
where his vibrant aesthetic and incredibly precise, tiny piecing have earned him a global
following. Giuseppe's bold use of colour and innovative fabric designs are sure to inspire,
and his presence brings a unique opportunity for Australian quilters to learn directly from
one of the most exciting contemporary voices in quilting today.

In conjunction with his visit, don’t miss the Giucy Giuce Block Challenge. This fun and
creative challenge invites quilters to make a 12.5" block using Giucy-centric fabrics, all
inspired by the theme: “Something starting with G!” Whether you go for “garden,”
“geometry,” “glamour,” or something entirely unexpected, it's a fantastic way to stretch
your creativity. Even better, Giuseppe himself will judge the entries, with the winner
receiving a prize pack generously provided by FreeSpirit Fabrics. Full details on how to
enter can be found on the QuiltNSW website.

Of course, the heart of the show remains the quilts themselves—and this year’s exhibition
is set to be bigger than ever. QuiltNSW members are encouraged to submit their works
between 30 March and 27 April. While this is a slightly shorter submission window than
usual, it's worth remembering that your quilt does not need to be quilted or even fully
finished at the time of entry. If you've been thinking about entering, now is the perfect
moment to take that step.

19



2026 QuiltNSW Exhibition &
Sydney Quilt Show

Visitors can also look forward to a vibrant marketplace, returning with a mix of favourite
vendors and exciting new additions. Whether you're hunting for the latest fabrics, tools, or
inspiration for your next project, the marketplace will be a must-visit destination across all
three days.

Education and skill-building are also key features of the show, with a range of workshops
available. These sessions provide a valuable opportunity to learn new techniques, refine your
skills, and connect with other passionate quilters in a hands-on environment.

Adding to the richness of the event are special exhibitions by acclaimed quilters Brigitte Giblin
and Wendy Nutt. Their work will offer insight, inspiration, and a chance to experience quilting
as an art form at the highest level.

Throughout the show, refreshments will be available for purchase at the venue, making it easy
to settle in and spend a full day immersed in quilting. And while there is already so much to
look forward to, the committee has also been working behind the scenes on some brand-new
features for 2026—details of which are still under wraps.

With so much on offer, the 2026 Sydney Quilt Show is not to be missed. Mark your calendars,
start planning your entries, and get ready to be part of QuiltNSW's biggest show yet.

The 2026 Sydney Quilt Show is just around the corner. Entries are now open.
You should note that in 2026 there is no plan to extend the time for entering your quilt, unlike
previous years. Please make sure you get your entry in on time!

UPDATE: your quilt top does not need to be complete when you submit your entries.

We do ask that you accurately determine the finished size of your entries and indeed inform
us ASAP if this changes. We do expect that the photo of your quilt will show that your entries
are indeed well underway.

2026 Sydney Quilt Show - Key Dates

Opening date for entries 9 am, Monday 30 March 2026
Closing date for entries 5 pm, Monday 27 April 2026
Acceptance notification dispatched Week of 1 June 2026

Quilts delivered to Drop Off Volunteers No later than Sunday 16 August 2026
20



Conditions of Entry

The Conditions of Entry for the 2026 Sydney Quilt Show have been updated. Itis
recommended that you download the document from the QuiltNSW website and read it
carefully before you finalise and submit your entry.

The Conditions of Entry includes definitions of the categories you can enter your quilt
into, the awards you can nominate it or may be eligible for, and eligibility and other
criteria that you need to know. Download it here.

And if you're still not sure which category you should enter, download the flowchart and
follow the steps to work it out.

A Call for New Volunteers to Perform the Role of DOV

(Drop off Volunteer)
for the 2026 Sydney Quilt Show

Last year 29, QuiltNSW members volunteered to receive, check and deliver to Judging Day the 343
quilts that were entered in the QuiltNSW Sydney Show. Without them members quilts would not have
been judged, hung and admired by hundreds of visitors to the Rosehill Racecourse.

And what a show it was!
| have been involved in this aspect of the show for about 12 years and | must say it's one of the
best ways to be involved in the show...other than entering of course.

What you need to be a DOV.
A spare bed to store the open quilts on.
A tape measure to check the dimensions of each quilt to ensure the layout works
Be able to deliver the quilts to Pennant Hills for judging...but we could assist with this
Be able to collect the quilts at take down from Rosehill so that entrants can collect their quilts
from you...we could also assist
Generally each DOV would be in charge of around 10 quilts...easily achieved if we have a good
spread of volunteers. Last year the average rose to 13.7 which we honestly think is too high and
would therefore LOVE to increase the DOV numbers.

If you would like more information about this vital role, we would be happy to discuss welcoming
you into this happy band for the 2026 Show.

Cath Babidge

Exhibition Committee

cbabidge@bigpond.net.au
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Wik is the cﬁafﬁm?e.?
Yep, you heard it here folks! Giuseppe Ribaudo, Giucy Giuce himself, is coming to teach at the QuiltNSW
Sydney Quilt Show, September 17 - 19, 2026.

To celebrate, Free Spirit Fabrics are sponsoring a block challenge for Aussie quilters. Blocks will be hung at the
Show, and judged by Giucy himself - and the winner will receive a Giucy Giuce prize package provided by Free
Spirit Fabrics.

The challenge is open to quilters Australia-wide, you do not have to be a QuitNSW member to participate.

The cost for the challenge is $5 for QuiltNSW members, and $10 for non-members. The fee covers postage
and handling for members, and postage, handling and challenge fabric for non-members. Simply fill in the
form and pay your fee, and we will get the fabric right out to you so you can start creating!

Members can opt to collect their fabric from the general meeting or the office if preferred, and waive the
postage fee.

Please indicate when you check out whether you would like your block returned to you or not. If you would
like it returned, please INCLUDE a stamped, self addressed envelope in the package with your block, so that
we can send it back. If you do not include this, your block cannot be returned to you. Obviously we would love
to keep your beautiful blocks, and they will be used in our Community Quilts program.

Now for the fun part! The theme for the challenge is "Something Starting with G!" It's a great theme to create
from, because so long as your block is themed to something that begins with a G, you can include anything
you like.

H king! . . - . . .
TP? g %Ium?\léw Team www.giucygiuce.com | www.freespiritfabrics.com/giucy-giuce

Your Block musk... Post the bloch bo...

*Be relevant to the theme ¢Be 12 1/2" (12"

finished). Please check your block size is accurate
before you send it. ®Use a majority of the fabrics

in the challenge package. You can then add other
fabrics, obviously it is preferential to use Giucy

After you receive your fabric, please make your
block, print out and fill in the entry form from the

website, and include it in the package with your
block.

Giuce fabrics, but its OK to add others as well so
long as the block is GG-centric Giucy Giuce Block Challenge 60

Wandeen Rd Clareville NSW
2107

Blocks must be received by July 31 to be eligible for the competition.
22



Entries Open: Now
Entries Close: Friday, 31 July 2026 at 5:00 pm
Completed Blocks must be received by QuiltNSW by Friday, 14 August 2026

The purpose of this challenge is to encourage juniors and youth to become involved in the
art of patchwork and quilting. The challenge is free to enter and open to both members and
non-members. A current QuiltNSW member must sponsor non-members.

If you need a sponsor, please get in touch with the QuiltNSW office at office@quiltnsw.com,
and they will assist you in obtaining one.

Entrants may enter one quilt block with no side smaller than 25cm or larger than 30cm. There
is no limit to the colours, materials, construction methods or designs that may be used. You
can use any technique or medium.

All quilt blocks must contain a stitched component either by hand, machine, or both. The
block may consist of smaller blocks stitched together to create a block that fits within the size
contraints.
The block is not to include quilting or binding.
If the entrant is young, they may have the assistance of an adult to create their entry. The
quilt blocks will be on display at the QuiltNSW Exhibition , and each entrant will receive an
exhibitor ribbon and free admission to the exhibition on a single day of their choosing.
There are 2 categories, Junior (up to year 6) and Youth (year 7 to 12).
All prize winners will receive a rosette with prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners in each
category:
Junior 1st Prize $300 BERNINA Scissors Set (Sponsored by BERNINA)

2nd Prize $30 Officeworks Gift Card

3rd Prize $20 Officeworks Gift Card
Youth 1st Prize $300 BERNINA Scissors Set (Sponsored by BERNINA)

2nd Prize $75 Officeworks Gift Card

3rd Prize $50 Officeworks Gift Card
For all enquiries, email the challenge co-ordinator junior.coordinator@quiltnsw.com Please
check the QuiltNSW website page to download the full conditions of entry.
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2028 Special Category - Medallion Quilt

Full Details can be found in the previous edition of
the Template or on the QuiltNSW Website on the
Sydney Quilt Show page. Just keep scrolling down
to the Special Category Section.

Quilt made by Giucy Giuce our overseas tutor in 2026

The quilt must have a recognisable central motif (e.g. a single block, appliqué design,
embroidered design, or panel).

Surrounded by a minimum of four (4) borders, the borders should build upon the central
theme, two (2) of the borders must use piecing, appliqué, embroidery, other techniques
or any combination of these. Borders should demonstrate progression and intentional
design, rather than being an afterthought.

While traditional Medallion structures are encouraged, contemporary / modern
interpretations are welcome.

Welcome To Our New Blog Editor - Erica Spinks

Erica Spinks is the Editor of our newly refreshed Blog! Erica is
eager to share stories about our members, their quilts and
QuiltNSW activities.

Erica Spinks has been a QuiltNSW member for many years.
She was on the Guild’'s committee when she was Editor of The
Template and contributed the Block of the Quarter for years.
Erica has edited and written hundreds of quilt patterns and
stories for magazines and books.

She would love to share your stories in this blog. Show us your quilts and tell us about
them. Have you made a quilt that has special significance to you or one that you've just
finished? Email Erical!

You can email photos and some words about your quilt to Erica. Did you use a pattern?
Who was the designer? And if you had it professionally quilted, we need the name of the
quilter. So, it's over to you now! Erica is looking forward to hearing the stories behind

your quilts.

Check out the Blog here! 24



Diamonds are Forever

Your challenge is to interpret the theme in a creative way.
Your design could be one block, multiple blocks, an art or
pictorial quilt. You might hand-piece your quilt, machine piece

it, use applique or any technique or combination of
techniques. “Bling” by Katherine Jones

Your finished quilt must be 40cm x 40cm (16 x 16 inches) and be comprised of three
layers. You can use embellishments to enhance your design, but they should not
protrude excessively from the surface and not extend past the standard size. As the
Suitcase Challenge quilts will be exhibited during 2027, embellishments must be robust.
Entries close early October 2026. Once judged, the quilts will be exhibited at the AGM
in November where the winners and Viewers’ Choice will be announced.

QuiltNSW recognises the quilt medium as an art form and is committed to
providing opportunities for textile artists to share their artwork in a gallery setting.
The New Quilt is a juried survey exhibition showcasing the art of quilting that is
open to all artists resident in Australia and New Zealand. For the purpose of this
exhibition, a quilt means stitched and layered materials using any technique. Quilts
must be a non-traditional, original design.
The New Quilt is returning to Hawkesbury Regional Gallery, Windsor, NSW from 25
June to 19 September 2027. Start planning your entry!

Entries Open: 1 February 2027

Entries Close: 19 March 2027
All selected entries are eligible for consideration for two prizes:

The New Quilt Prize $1500

The New Quilt Prize Runner Up $500
Download: The New Quilt 2027 Conditions of Entry
https://quiltnsw.com/download/7791/?tmstv=1773372737
View the online gallery from The New Quilt 2024

https://quiltnsw.com/exhibitions/the-new-quilt/
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History of The New Quilt Exhibition

The New Quilt Exhibition was the first juried contemporary quilt exhibition to have been
shown in an art gallery in Australia. It was first held in 1991 at the Manly Art Gallery and
Museum.

The New Quilt Exhibition was initiated by Judy Hooworth and Anna Brown, former
committee members of QuiltNSW. They drew inspiration from Quilt National in the US,
a juried biennial exhibition of art quilts that was first held in 1979.

At the time of its inception, QuiltNSW had been operating for close to ten years and
the annual members’ exhibition was a regular event. Many members had been quilting
for several years, and some were exploring quiltmaking as a creative and expressive art
form.

It was time to create an opportunity for these quiltmakers to show their work and for
quiltmaking to shift from traditional to more contemporary forms.

Quiltmakers were encouraged to experiment, to explore the size of quilts (large and
small), and to improvise with materials and techniques. For some exhibitions,
quiltmakers were required to respond to a theme. For others, including those in more
recent years, quiltmakers were invited to showcase their talents unrestrained by a
theme. It has always been open to quiltmakers from across Australia, not just those who
are members of QuiltNSW.

The intention of the New Quilt Exhibition was to show quilts as artworks hung on the
wall, hence the desire for it to be exhibited in a gallery. In 1991, a relationship with the
Manly Art Gallery & Museum began. The first New Quilt Exhibition was held in March of
that year. It was a relationship that flourished for more than two decades. In all, fourteen
New Quilt Exhibitions were held at the Manly Art Gallery & Museum from 1991 until
2012 with some exhibitions also touring to regional NSW or interstate.

Each exhibition was selected by a panel which included representatives from the Manly
Art Gallery & Museum as well as textile experts. In addition to the exhibition, a
catalogue was produced and a lecture or other public programs were delivered.
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The exhibitions in this period included:

The New Quilt 1991 Manly Art Gallery & Museum

Homage to the Idol 1992 Manly Art Gallery & Museum
Jam Factory Adelaide

Highly Irregular 1993/1994 Manly Art Gallery & Museum
Campbelltown Regional Art Gallery
Albury Regional Art Gallery

Getting it Together 1994 Manly Art Gallery & Museum
Meat Market Craft Centre Melbourne
Grafton Regional Art Gallery

Beyond the Wagga 1994 Manly Art Gallery & Museum
Meat Market Craft Centre Melbourne
Lewers Bequest & Penrith Regional Art Gallery

Craftswest Centre for Contemporary Craft Perth

The Green Show 1997 Manly Art Gallery & Museum
Crazy Art 1998 Manly Art Gallery & Museum
More or Less 1999 Manly Art Gallery & Museum
Women'’s Work 2001 Manly Art Gallery & Museum
The New Quilt 2003 Manly Art Gallery & Museum
The New Quilt 2006 Manly Art Gallery & Museum
The New Quilt 2008 Manly Art Gallery & Museum
The New Quilt 2010 Manly Art Gallery & Museum
Regeneration: Contemporary

Quilt Textiles 2012 Manly Art Gallery & Museum

After a hiatus of many years, a new partnership was formed with the Hawkesbury Regional Gallery
where the New Quilt Exhibition was held in 2021 and again in 2024. It is exciting to once again see

quilts exhibited in an art gallery.

The Exhibition continues to inspire and present a thought-provoking display of contemporary,
original quilts.

The New Quilt Exhibition is scheduled to take place again in 2027 - from June until September of
that year. See the QuiltNSW website or e-newsletter for the conditions of entry. Here is a link to the

webpage.

Anna Brown and Judy Hooworth were not only the instigators of The New Quilt Exhibition in the
early 1990s but also were responsible for organising the exhibitions from 1991 to 1997.
Subsequently, they stayed involved in various ways — as selectors, delivering lectures, writing essays
for the catalogue and as exhibitors.

Since 2021, Judy and Anna have again been involved in the organisation of the exhibition as
members of The New Quilt sub-committee, led by Brenda Gael Smith. Their significant contribution
to the promotion of art quilts in Australia continues.

Andrea Beattie
Thanks to Judy Hooworth for the presentation notes and

records that were used as the basis for this article.
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Memories of Judy Day
by Maree Gebhardt

| met Judy when | joined St Ives Quilters in the late 1980's.
She was a very quiet lady who came each week and surprised
us with a new project. Each quilt was well planned and the
workmanship was outstanding.

Judy will always be remembered for her magnificent miniature quilts and unbelievable hand
quilting.

| was so pleased to see her miniature quilt at the National Quilt Museum in Paducah. Her tiny
quilt was in a glass box sitting proudly with other larger quilts. Judy travelled to Paducah
several times by herself and always stayed in local homestay facilities, sharing stories of the
people she met and the areas she stayed.

In many ways Judy was ahead of her time. She perfected fussy cutting of fabric well before it
became a “trend”. She could always see a leaf in the most intricate designs. Everyone was in
awe at the patterns she was able to create from what seemed an average piece of fabric.

Reproduction fabric held a great fascination for Judy; she produced several quilts featuring
the fabric. Red work embroidery was also a passion; she created many baby quilts featuring
nursery rhymes and days of the week. Judy maintained a keen interest in the latest fabric
trends and blended these with her ever growing fabric stash.

Judy was generous with the time and knowledge, happy to discuss her sewing techniques.
Who can ever forget the amazing quilts she made with leaves, beautifully appliqued and
fabric well selected. | purchased some of her fabric at a fabric sale we had at our group, when
| open the fabric, | found leaf shapes everywhere!

| recall talking to Judy about her use of the blue water-soluble marking pen. When this
marking pen was introduced to the market there was great talk about the damage it would
do to the fabric but Judy insisted the pen was perfect as long as the markings were totally
removed. She marked all of her fabric with a blue pen; it was fascinating to see her designs
marked on light fabric, blue lines everywhere.

Judy was a Life Member of QuiltNSW, volunteering in the guild office for years and always
assisted with the preparation and packing of the Template mailouts.

She was multi-talented. Her calligraphy was precise and finely written on her quilt tops as
well as labels. She had a keen interest in photography and family history. Judy was a true
quiet achiever. She wasn’t a person to talk about her winning quilts; she didn’t teach quilting
and rarely spoke in public. A quiet lady who should not be forgotten.
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From St Ives Quilters’ Newsletter March 2026

Judy was a long-time member of St Ives Quilters. She was known nationally and internationally as
a master quilter, with several of her quilts winning prizes in the prestigious AQS shows in Paducah,
USA in the 1990s and 2000s. She has one of her prize winning quilts permanently retained in their
museum. She also won prizes at the UK Quilters’ Guild.

On the Tuesday following Judy’s death, her son visited the St Ives Quilters. Lindsay and the
members of the group were able to share their memories of Judy. A surprise to many was that
Judy had a PhD in Geology. As a young mother she took up painting in watercolours at the
beach as a distraction from her young children. However, when sand settled on some of her work,
she changed to sewing. And the rest is history.

Among the mementos which Lindsay brought along was a remarkable scrapbook which Judy
commenced in 1994, full of meticulously recorded fabrics in all colourways. Truly a museum piece.
Judy was a woman of many accomplishments. But most importantly, she was our friend.

Quilt right: Just Leaves, QuiltNSW Colours of Australia Collection

Judy Day'’s many First Prizes in the Sydney Quilt Show
over the years tell the story of a Master Quilter.
1993 Circles of the Past — “The Charm of Quilts” Theme Category
1994 Whirling Feathers — Open Small Quilts
Oak Leaf and Reel — Open Miniature
1995 Florence Gardens — Open Small Quilts
Just More Leaves — Open Miniature
1996 Love at First Sight — Open Small Traditional
1997 Little Birds of Shelburne — Open Lap/Wall Trad piec/appl
2003 Mary's Medallion — Professional Small Quilts
2005 Shelburne Revisited — Professional Small Traditional
2011 Forest Fire — Open Miniature
2015 Red Leaves — Red and White Theme Category — Predominantly Hand
Quilted
2018 Miniature Oak Leaves — Open Miniature
Judy is included in Karen Fail's book “Celebrating the Traditions:
Quiltmakers of Australia.
Featured Quilter at the 2005 Sydney Quilt Show displaying 20 of her quilts. 29



Membership Report

Membership is quiet at this time of year, but it won't be long before it is all ramping
up for the new financial year.
Our current membership is 649 active members made up of:

Individual 506
Junior 3
Overseas 4
Family 10
Junior Group 1
Groups 87
Life Members 21
Complimentary 17
Total 649

Country Tutor Program Grants

Applications close on 31 August 2026 for workshops that take place in 2027.

To submit an application your group needs to:
« Have been a member of QuiltNSW for a minimum of two (2) years
« Not have received a grant in the last two (2) years
« Have booked a tutor to hold a workshop in the next calendar year

« Estimate the cost of Travel/Accommodation/Meals for the tutor — to a maximum of $500

Thank you to Linda Butcher for volunteering to oversee this program and the grants.

A list of Accredited Teachers is available on quiltnsw.com, however it is not essential to employ an
accredited teacher. The Country Tutor Application form is on the QuiltNSW website. Successful
applications will be announced at the 2026 Annual General Meeting.
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Celebrating Members’ Quilts on Display
QuiltCon 2026 Raleigh North Carolina

It was great to see 18 quilts by Australian quilters juried into QuiltCon this year. Caroline
Hadley from Victoria has done a great job analysing the stats for QuiltCon. Not just for
this year but past years as well. Check out her blog,
https://geometriquilt.com/2026/02/21/quiltcon-2026-quilts-categories-and-countries/

Australians are over-represented for our population which goes to show that Modern
Quilts have an established place in the Australian Quilting scene.

The Australians selected were Tara Glastonbury, Caroline Hadley, Melanie Hayden,
Katherine Jones*, Pip Porter, Brenda Gael Smith*, Molli Sparkles*, Linda Steele*,
Tamara Stunnell, Tania Tanti, Kathy Thorncraft* and Jo Wright. (* indicates current
members of QuiltNSW). Congratulations to you all.

Sharon Nicholls-Thomson and Lorena Uriarte were on the faculty this year. Sharon taught
Skinny Grid Insert Piecing and Move Over Matchstick Domestic Machine Quilting and
Lorena taught Dynamic Hypnotic- Fussy Cutting Stripes with Impact and Kawandi Inspired
Quilting.

Sparklelations
by Molli Sparkles

Pent Up
by Brenda Gael Smith

Hive | Pulse
by Kathy Thorncraft

echoes and silences: untethered fibre artists
New England Regional Art Museum 6 Feb to 22 March

Abandoned by
Judy Hooworth and Anna Anna Brown

Brown are 2 of the 20 artists
from the Untethered Fibre
Artists Collective to have
works hung in this exhibit. It
has now finished and the next
venue is Gallery Lane Cove
and Creative Studios 15 April
to 9 May. Opening Night is
Wed 22 April, 6-8pm.
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The Sydney Royal Arts & Crafts
Competition at the
Sydney Royal Easter Show

Congratulations to all who entered and especially to our members who won prizes.

Jan Cardie won the Best Exhibit in Patchwork, Applique and Quilting Classes for her hand
quilted Blue & White Quilt.
Kim Mariani for 1% Prize Bed Quilt - Machine Quilted
Gina Locket for 2™ Prize - Bed Quilt - Machine Quilted and
2" Prize for Creative Article (not a quilt or wall hanging)
Tonia Barton for 3" Prize Bed Quilt - Machine Quilted
Vicky Greenstein for 1% Prize Wall Hanging - Traditional
Carol Leitch for 1* Prize Wall Hanging - Innovative
Jules Kennedy for Highly Commended in Wall Hanging - Innovative

This year the Quilt classes were judged by Pam Russell and assisted by Colleen Harradine,
two past participants of QuiltNSW’s Judges Education Program.

And let's not forget our cookery member Wailyn Mar

(a previous Template Editor) who received two 2nds

and a 3rd for Shortbread, Soda Bread and Chocolate
Cake in that order.
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The Sydney Modern Quilt Guild and
Wollongong Modern Quilt Guild were
proud to present the recent Modern Quilt

Show Australia, held at Petersham Town
Hall, 13 to 15 March.

It was a national showcase of modern
quilting in Australia, with juried
competition quilts from each state and
territory.

The works highlighted the defining
characteristics of modern quilting—bold
use of colour, improvisational piecing,
minimalist design and inventive use of
negative space.

Apart from the quilt exhibition, there was a packed schedule of workshops and talks from
presenters including: Tara Glastonbury, Sharon Nicholls-Thomson, Wendy Nutt, Brenda Gael
Smith, Molli Sparkles, Jess Wheelahan, Lorena Uriarte, Barbie Mitchell and Catherine Porter.
There was also a Saturday afternoon Stamp Swap social event.

The judges were Tania Tanti, Belinda Von Mengersen and Wendy Nutt. Each judge also
exhibited artworks and quilts for display and/or sale.

Tania Tanti was the featured artist. She gave a most entertaining keynote lecture on
opening night, as well as presenting two sold out workshops. She and her Mum also set up
a stall selling her hand dyed fabrics and magnets.

You may recall that Tania won the Best in Show
award at the 2024 QuiltNSW Exhibition for her
quilt “Quilter’'s Workout”.

The principal sponsor was Blessington and they
provided the Best of Show award, a new Pfaff
635 sewing machine to Pip Porter for her quilt
“Hot Flush”.

Above: Modern Quilt Show Committee plus

overseas guest Karen Cooper

Right: Pip Porter receiving her prize from Cath

Quinlan of Blessington 34



Other winners included
Viewer’s Choice awarded to Tamara Stunnell for “Fragmented”., and
Judges’ Choice awards to  Carolynne Gordon for “Out There”,
Sara Prince for “Do Lizards Have Teeth” and
Rebecca Hastings for “No Shrinking Violet”.

There was also plenty of retail therapy available from Berry Quilt Co, You Are Brave,
Material Girls DownUnder, The Jammy Stitch, Sew Can | and My Sewing Supplies.

The raffle quilt “Tilted Tiles” was made and donated by members of Wollongong
MQG. All money raised went to OWN NSW (Older Women’s Network) in support of

their Buy a Brick campaign which aims to provide safe housing options for older
women.

The Show gave modern quilters from across Australia the chance to meet up in person
and make new connections. We were honoured to have Karen Cooper, the Executive
Director of the international Modern Quilt Guild (MQG), fly out from the USA to open
our Show. She came straight from the airport and spent her first day setting up quilt
frames with our volunteers!

Looking to the future, we aim to make this a biennial quilt show featuring the best of
Australian modern quilting talent.

A full list of winners and photographs is available on our website at
https://www.modernquiltshowaustralia.com

Hot Flush by Pip Porter and Fragmented by Tamara Stunnell
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Celebrating UFOs by Erica spinks

Most quilters have Unfinished Objects (UFOs) stored in cupboards, boxes or under the bed. This is
usually seen as a Bad Thing, but let’s stop this negative thinking right now, because it's very
draining and we don’t need that in our lives, do we?

Let’s examine the positives of UFOs and have a bit of fun and a laugh as we do.

The fact your UFO exists proves you started a project.

You had an idea for a design, or you were attracted by a pattern so you purchased fabric and cut it
out. You either then put it aside, or took the project further by starting to stitch. Maybe you
stitched the pieces together to make a top. You may have even gone so far as to baste the quilt
sandwich, but didn’t make a start on the quilting. Or you may have, like me, completed all of these
stages but not added binding.

It doesn’t matter what stage your quilt is at — it’s still unfinished, but at least you've started
something. How many others don’t even get to the starting stage? Give yourself a big plus for
being ahead of those people.

The fact you have UFOs proves you have a life.

Except for those super-quilters who eat, sleep and dream quilts, you have a complex, interesting
and well-balanced life. It is multilayered (unlike some of your UFOs), and includes such activities as
earning money, doing the housekeeping (well, maybe), nurturing relationships, fabric shopping,
and the other multitude of activities that make you such a valuable person. It is because you spend
time on such important things that you are often unable to finish your quilts.

Time-poor you may be, but your friends and family all agree you are a well-rounded person (meant
in the nicest possible way, of course). It is highly desirable that you are regarded this way, as this
enhances your confidence and self-esteem.

If you have an UFQ, it proves you have great taste.

That idea you had for a double wedding ring quilt in country checks and batiks never made it past
the first block because after one glance at the fabrics together you realised they just did not work.

Okay, maybe you could have seen this in the quilt store when you were selecting fabrics, but since
you don’t have bad taste, the poor lighting in the store that day must have been to blame. Why
else could you think they would possibly work together in the same quilt? It is obvious (now) they
won't, and it is only because of your excellent taste that you recognise this. What a valuable skill to
have in your repertoire.
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Evidence of UFOs proves you are growing & developing as a creative person.

An UFO in your cupboard proves you have had a better idea since.

Your mind is brimming over with so many exciting design possibilities that you don’t know where to
start, so you stop completely. This is called creative paralysis, when your current project is not
inspiring you because real soon now, you'll be starting on the next idea that will be so original that
everyone will see it as genius. If only you could get started.

The truly imaginative quilter that you are has a multitude of ideas sparking at all times, and while it
is distracting and results in UFOs, creativity cannot be thwarted.

A collection of UFOs shows you are financially secure.

How else could you afford to have many dollars’ worth of fabric sitting around doing nothing?
Obviously, you have plenty of money available for discretionary spending (although fabric is often
not a discretionary purchase for many quilters — it is more of a compulsion). Other quilters admire
this evidence of your financial skill, and imitate you by having UFOs of their own. This is a
compliment, and shows you are obviously a role model for others.

You have excellent storage facilities in your home, and this allows you to have UFOs.

This is a credit to you as a space planner, because if you couldn’t store your unfinished project,
you'd probably have to complete it instead. One of the major problems with most homes is the lack
of cupboards, so the fact that you can store bulky objects with ease is a real plus.

This can be used as a selling point when you bring out all these projects to show friends, as you
demonstrate how many UFOs can be stored on a very small shelf. It may lead to opportunities to
assist other quilters with their storage issues, as they regard you as an expert in this area.

There are plenty of reasons to celebrate your UFOs. They are positive aspects of a quilting
life, and there is no reason to feel inadequate. Embrace them!
(Safety note: perhaps you should remove those pins first.)

Images on the previous page show 3 of Erica’s UFOs. The first needs more liberty blocks,
the second deciding on the binding and lastly deciding whether to make more blocks or

add a border.

37



Maitland Patchwork Quilters

Maitland City Council press release:

This year’s City of Maitland Medal has been awarded to Maitland
Patchwork Quilters, Inc. in recognition of their support for people
experiencing homelessness.

This dedicated group of volunteers commit their time to making and
distributing warm quilts to disadvantaged people, bringing them comfort,
hope and joy and truly making a difference in people’s lives.

L-R: Lynne Banwell, Leslie Tobin, Kathy Labour & Joyce Burgess

In 2023, Maitland Patchwork Quilters set up a Community Quilts Program
where we make quilts and bags and gift them to local groups like nursing
homes, women'’s shelters, hospitals, etc., and for disaster relief, like the
Taree floods. A group we support - GAPS (grandparents as parents) -
nominated MPQ for a Maitland Council Australia Day award for our efforts.
On Australia Day 2026, MPQ won the Maitland Medal for our volunteer and
community support work. We are proud of the efforts of all our members.
Just to be nominated was a thrill, but to win the award is amazing!!

Our president, Kathy Labour accepted the award on behalf of MPQ. Also
present at the awards ceremony were Leslie Tobin, the group’s co-
ordinator for the Community Quilts Program, CQP committee member
Joyce Burgess & past president Lynne Banwell.
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Country Tutor Program
Workshop in Forster

In March a number of members and friends of Seaside Heritage Quilters
in Forster enjoyed a two day workshop by Deborah Louie. Having been
rescheduled from last October, it was Deborah'’s final teaching
assignment and the ladies were very grateful to have the opportunity to
learn so many techniques and tips covering various appligue methods
and the use of different threads and machine stitches.

The workshop was based on Deborah’s design, “Daisy Path” with some
members making a cushion cover and others a table runner. Thank you
to Deborah for donating a couple of her pattern books to our library and
to QuIltNSW for the Country Tutors Grant which helps to keep the cost of
workshops in country regions affordable. Judy Hall, President

Works from top to bottom right by Pam Scott, Roslyn Brock, Judy Hall and Sue Wills
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Upcoming Events

Eastwood Patchwork Quilters
Celebrate Milestone Anniversary.

This year we will be commemorating our Ruby year
along with other events at our Biennial Quilt Exhibition.

Our group will be showcasing our work at Roselea Community Centre,
645 — 671 Pennant Hills Road Beecroft 2118,
Friday 17th through to Sunday 19th July 2026, 10am to 4pm.  Entry fee $8.

This year we will be supporting ‘The Parramatta Women'’s Shelter’ by raffling 2 quilts lovingly
stitched by our group. Tickets are priced at $2 each and will be available at the door.

We're proud to be sharing the incredible skill and diversity of our members over the 3 days.

Along with our amazing quilts, including a display of our "Wrapped with Love’ and "Members
Ruby Challenge’ quilts there will be a Café, Craft stall with crafts made by our members and
Trading tables — Wabi Sabi, Sew Can |, Coco & Angie and My Sewing Supplies.

You can spend as much time as you like in air-conditioned comfort or at our Terrace Café.

The venue has some on-site parking
and plenty of street parking behind,
within a short stroll. It is within metres
of public transport.

We look forward to you joining us to
celebrate our 40th anniversary and
seeing many of our QuiltNSW friends
again.

Find us on facebook or Instagram —
eastwoodpatchworkquilters
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Upcoming Events

Friday 17 - Sunday 19 April 2026
Opening times: 10.00 am - 4.00 pm

Where: Wycliffe Christian School, Rickard
Road, Warrimoo

Entry: $8
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Gosford Lions Club Hall Russell Drysdale
St East Gosford

Saturday 14th November 9:30am - 4:00pm
Sunday 15th November 9:30am - 4:00pm
Displays of handmade quilts and patchwork

Members’ challenge Fabulous
Raffle Devonshire Tea

Sales table with handmade craft
and Christmas gifts

Images from 2024 CBQ Show
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List of Commercial Quilters

Our Members who commercially quilt were asked if they would like to be listed in an
issue of the Template. Please note that this is not an exhaustive list.

If you intend to have your Sydney Quilt Show entry commercially quilted please ask your
quilter if they are a current member of QuiltNSW or check with our Membership Officer,
Carolyn Rawson. This is a requirement of entry for Categories 5 and 10.

Please check the Conditions of Entry.

Jane Frankham
Quwilt
Email - Janefrankham@gmail.com

0448773203
Dungog/Maitland and postal

Sharon French

Morning Star Quilting

Phone - 0414 719131

Email - m-star@bigpond.net.au
Central Coast NSW

Tracy Fugler

Birds Bay Quilting

Phone - 0409673707

Tweed Heads - Northern NSW/Gold Coast

Wendy Gleeson
Clever Ducks Quilting Co
Colac VIC

Phone - 0427412141
Email - cleverducksquilting@gmail.com

Sue Griffiths

Duck Creek Mountain Quilting
Email - Sgriffiths561@gmail.com
Phone - 0427280115

McLeans Ridges (near Lismore)

Maralyn Iwanczuk
Phone - 0431 073 906
Beecroft NSW

Kay Murray

Email - kmurray2122@gmail.com
Phone - 0425235713 (SMS initially
please)

Eastwood NSW

Debra Nillson

The Butterfly Princesses

Email - Debbie.nillson@bigpond .com
Phone - 0419386398/Debbie
Pakenham/Victoria

Deb (Deborah) Nugent

Deb’s quilting & craft

Email - Deb.nugent@gmail.com
Phone - 0458 923 473

St Marys, New South Wales

Gillian Ogg

Email - gillian_ogg@icloud.com
Phone - 0410 640 558
Beecroft, NSW

Sally Rowley

Patchwork Nabiac

Email - sally@patchworknabiac.com.au
Phone - 0403 484 686

Nabiac NSW

Kerren Yelland

Tanglewood Quilting

Email - tanglewoodquilting@outlook.com
Phone - 0420 077 701

Yellow Rock - Lower Blue Mountains



e Promote the art and craft of patchwork and quilting
e Bring quilters together and encourage the establishment of quilt groups
e Encourage and maintain high standards of workmanship and design in both

traditional and contemporary quilting
e Foster interest in the history of patchwork and quilting
e Organise selective exhibitions

Molli Sparkles

Shelia Alexander

Co-President . . Secretary )
president@quiltnsw.com secretary@quiltnsw.com
. Sarah Fielke Andrea Beattie
Co-President . . Treasurer .
president@quiltnsw.com treasurer@quiltnsw.com
. . Angelique Parr
Membership Carolyn Rawson Meeting 9819 .
. . . meeting@quiltnsw.com
Secretary membership@quiltnsw.com | Coordinator

Sponsorship
Coordinator

Sarah Fielke
sponsorship@quiltnsw.com

Communications
Coordinator

Susan Reinhard
communications@quiltnsw.
com

Junior & Youth

Alan R. Tremain

Claire Croker

Block Challenge | junior.coordinator@quiltnsw | Social Media ) )

) claire.croker@quiltnsw.com
Coordinator .com

. . . Therese Rankmore
Committee Chris Jurd Committee therese rankmore@auiltns
Member chris.jurd@quiltnsw.com Member ’ 9

w.com

Community Quilts - Roslyn Moules
office@quiltnsw.com
Country Tutor Program - Linda Butcher

External Events - Seeking Volunteer
office@quiltnsw.com

Frame Hire - Maureen Teager
frame.hire@quiltnsw.com

Friday Showcase - Seeking Volunteer
friday.showcase@quiltnsw.com
Grants Program - Seeking Volunteer
Guild Librarian - Angelique Parr
office@quiltnsw.com

Guild Retreat - Shelia Alexander
retreat@quiltnsw.com

Office - Maree Gebhardt & Jane Gibson
office@quiltnsw.com

Pop-Up Sewing Days - Jenny Chapman
popup@quiltnsw.com

Quilt Appraisal - Sandra Lyons

appraisal@quiltnsw.com

Suitcase Challenge - Rebecca Hastings
challenge@quiltnsw.com

The New Quilt - Brenda Gael Smith
thenewquilt@quiltnsw.com

Template Advertising - Seeking

Volunteer

advertising@quiltnsw.com
Template Editor - Deborah Laurie
template.editor@quiltnsw.com




Membership of QuiltNSW is due for renewal
by June 30 each year and covers the
financial year July 1 to June 30.

If you renew or join after September 30,
there will be an additional $25 joining/late
fee.

The membership fees for the 2026 / 2027
financial year are:
Individual

Family

$70 (incl GST)

$95 (incl GST)

$35 (incl GST)

$110 (incl GST)
variable

$70 (incl GST)

$15 Pin, $17 Magnetic

Junior (under 18)
Group

Junior Group
Overseas Members
Name Badge

Group Insurance is available for all
member groups who are financial
members of QuiltNSW.

A capitation fee will apply to all members
of the group. Insurance covers the financial
year 1 July to 30 June. For further
information, please email QuiltNSW at
membership@quiltnsw.com

Keep up to date with what's happening
at QuiltNSW with our monthly
e-newsletter.

If you haven’t been receiving it, please
contact Membership Secretary, Carolyn
Rawson to check we have your up to
date email address. You can contact
Carolyn by email at
membership@quiltnsw.com.

If your group has an upcoming
exhibition to promote in the e-
newsletter, please send the details to
communications@quiltnsw.com.

QuiltNSW owns most of the frame
equipment used at the annual Sydney
Quilt Show. This equipment is available
for hire by both individuals and groups.
You do not need to be a member of
QuiltNSW to hire the frames.

To make a booking, please contact the
Frame Hire Coordinator by emailing
frame.hire@quiltnsw.com or
telephoning the office. A $100 deposit
is required to secure your dates.
Groups that are QuiltNSW members
receive a 20% discount.

Since 1983 Community Quilts has been making and donating quilts on behalf of
QuiltNSW. It is a voluntary project where members meet to sew quilts for the
community. On-going commitments are to Quilts of Valour and Dandelion Network.
Quilts are also donated to women'’s refuges for mothers and their children, and other

community organisations. They are single-size and not difficult to handle. Or, you could
make a quilt top at home to the dimensions of 47 inches x 71 inches and deliver it to
Community Quilts or the QuiltNSW office. Community Quilts meet at the Baptist
Church, corner Durham and Willison Streets, Carlton. Roslyn Moules, Community Quilts
Coordinator. You can contact me by email: office@quiltnsw.com.
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QuiltNSW has information booths at various
events throughout the year. We are open to
having a presence at events, including our
Quilt Hoop Display installation - if you are
interested in having us at your event, please
contact the QuiltNSW office by email at
office@quiltnsw.com.

Advertising rates are for colour
advertisements and include GST. For more
information email
advertising@quiltnsw.com.

Commercial interests soliciting articles or
space in The Template are to be considered
as advertising, requiring the appropriate
fee.

Submissions for publicity may be published
or edited at the Editor’s discretion. Material
must be supplied as a JPEG file at 300 dpi.

All advertisements must have a border to
the exact sizes shown. No bleed is allowed.
Advertisers will be invoiced before
publication.

Rates are inclusive of GST:

1/8th page $50.00

1/4 page $110.00
1/2 page $200.00
Full page $300.00

Full Page Inside Cover $330.00
Full Page Back Cover $385.00

All contributions and letters will be
considered for publication.

The Editor’s decision to shorten or
otherwise edit the copy is final. Anyone
wishing to retain the copyright of
material should add © and their full
name and the year to the end of their
article.

Please send high-quality digital images
for publication. If photographs are
taken at exhibitions, please remove
labels before photography.

Without the permission of the Editor,
reproduction in whole or in part of
material, including illustrations, in The
Template is strictly prohibited.

QuiltNSW is not responsible for the
content of classified advertisements or
the products offered by advertisers,
and QuiltNSW does not endorse these
products or services.

The opinions expressed in articles in
The Template are not necessarily those
of the Committee or QuiltNSW.

The QuiltNSW office will be open two
days each week, from 11am - 2pm
Wednesday and Friday. Please phone
the office on 02 9283 3737 prior to
visiting to confirm that it is open.

If you want to become an office
volunteer, please contact Maree

Gebhardt at office@quiltnsw.com
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A Fine Line
Quiltery-Long
Arm Machine
Quilting - 10%

0482 023 068

The Old Stables
2b Alice Street,
Mittagong NSW 2575

www.afinelinequiltery.com.au
hello@afinelinequiltery.com.au

B Quil
C(e;rrymt; toi(ce Sharon Thomson Online www.berryquiltandco.com.au
) ’ 02 4464 3387 thegirls@berryquiltandco.com.au
annually
Cherry Pie Carol 37 Howes Road, www.cherrypiedesigns.com

Designs - 10%

02 4372 1381

Somersby NSW 2250

cherrypiedesigns@hotmail.com

Fortunes &
Fairies - 10%
fabrics & books

Leanne
02 4578 1650

Shop 8, Magnolia Mall
285 Windsor Street,
Richmond NSW 2753

www.fortunesandfairies.com
fortunesandfairies@bigpond.com

Frankenstein's
Fabrics - 10% off
machine quilting

Marni
0416 023 637

Quote Frankie at the
checkout. Online only

www.frankensteinsfabrics.com
frankensteinsfabrics@hotmail.com

Jill 60 Dundas Court
. 100 ) .
KimoYES - 10% 0413 450 625 Phillip ACT 2606 www.kimoyes.com
Lyn’s Fine . . .
Needlework - Jeanette Unit 2, 9 Seven Hills Road, |www.lynsfineneedlework.com.au
10% 02 9686 2325 Baulkham Hills NSW 2153  |lynsneedlework@aol.com
My Sewing Bernadette & lan 208 Princes Highway, www.mysewingsupplies.com.au

Supplies - 5%

02 9522 2340

Sylvania NSW 2224

info@mysewingsupplies.com.au

Nesting Needles
Fabric &

Lisa Peterson

23-25 Gale Street,

www.nestingneedles.com.au

Patchwork - 0400 055 989 Coramba NSW 2450 lisa@nestingneedles.com.au
10%

Patchwork Lorraine Downey 64a Govetts Leap Road, tchworkplus@v7mail.com
Plus10% 02 4787 5998 Blackheath NSW 2785 patchworipiisZyrmatl.co

Patchwork on

Robyn Evans

Suite 28, 4th Floor,
1 Mona Vale Road,

www.patchworkonpittwater.com.
au

Pittwater - 10% 102 9999 6159 Mona Vale NSW 2103 robyn@quilts.net.au
Sew Fab - 10% Leanne 78 East Street, www.sewfab.com.au
° 102 6959 9819 Narrandera NSW 2700 leanne@sewfab.com.au

The Selvedge
Society - 10%

Jenny- 0437 698 345

Effie-0409 367 348

132 Percival Road,
Stanmore NSW 2048

www.theselvedgesociety.com

The Stitching
Post- 10%

Chris Casley
02 4782 5809

100 Lurline Street,
Katoomba NSW 2780

chris@thestitchingpost.com.au
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	History of The New Quilt Exhibition
	Memories of Judy Day
	by Maree Gebhardt

	From St Ives Quilters’ Newsletter March 2026
	Judy was a long-time member of St Ives Quilters. She was known nationally and internationally as a master quilter, with several of her quilts winning prizes in the prestigious AQS shows in Paducah, USA in the 1990s and 2000s. She has one of her prize winning quilts permanently retained in their museum. She also won prizes at the UK Quilters’ Guild.
	On the Tuesday following Judy’s death, her son visited the St Ives Quilters. Lindsay and the members of the group were able to share their memories of Judy. A surprise to many was that Judy had a PhD in Geology.  As a young mother she took up painting in watercolours at the beach as a distraction from her young children. However, when sand settled on some of her work, she changed to sewing. And the rest is history.
	Among the mementos which Lindsay brought along was a remarkable scrapbook which Judy commenced in 1994, full of meticulously recorded fabrics in all colourways. Truly a museum piece. Judy was a woman of many accomplishments. But most importantly, she was our friend.

	Membership Report
	Country Tutor Program Grants

	Celebrating Members’ Quilts on Display
	QuiltCon 2026 Raleigh North Carolina
	It was great to see 18 quilts by Australian quilters juried into QuiltCon this year. Caroline Hadley from Victoria has done a great job analysing the stats for QuiltCon. Not just for this year but past years as well. Check out her blog, https://geometriquilt.com/2026/02/21/quiltcon-2026-quilts-categories-and-countries/
	Australians are over-represented for our population which goes to show that Modern Quilts have an established place in the Australian Quilting scene.
	The Australians selected were Tara Glastonbury, Caroline Hadley, Melanie Hayden, Katherine Jones*, Pip Porter, Brenda Gael Smith*, Molli Sparkles*, Linda Steele*,    Tamara Stunnell, Tania Tanti, Kathy Thorncraft* and Jo Wright. (* indicates current members of QuiltNSW). Congratulations to you all.
	Sharon Nicholls-Thomson and Lorena Uriarte were on the faculty this year. Sharon taught Skinny Grid Insert Piecing and Move Over Matchstick Domestic Machine Quilting and Lorena taught Dynamic Hypnotic- Fussy Cutting Stripes with Impact and Kawandi Inspired Quilting.

	echoes and silences: untethered fibre artists New England Regional Art Museum 6 Feb to 22 March
	Judy Hooworth and Anna Brown are 2 of the 20 artists from the Untethered Fibre Artists Collective to have works hung in this exhibit. It has now finished and the next venue is   Gallery Lane Cove and Creative Studios 15 April to 9 May. Opening Night is Wed 22 April, 6-8pm.


	The Sydney Modern Quilt Guild and Wollongong Modern Quilt Guild were proud to present the recent Modern Quilt Show Australia, held at Petersham Town Hall, 13 to 15 March.
	It was a national showcase of modern quilting in Australia, with juried competition quilts from each state and territory.
	The works highlighted the defining characteristics of modern quilting—bold use of colour, improvisational piecing, minimalist design and inventive use of negative space.
	Apart from the quilt exhibition, there was a packed schedule of workshops and talks from presenters including: Tara Glastonbury, Sharon Nicholls-Thomson, Wendy Nutt, Brenda Gael Smith, Molli Sparkles, Jess Wheelahan, Lorena Uriarte, Barbie Mitchell and Catherine Porter. There was also a Saturday afternoon Stamp Swap social event.
	The judges were Tania Tanti, Belinda Von Mengersen and Wendy Nutt. Each judge also exhibited artworks and quilts for display and/or sale.  Tania Tanti was the featured artist. She gave a most entertaining keynote lecture on opening night, as well as presenting two sold out workshops. She and her Mum also set up a stall selling her hand dyed fabrics and magnets.
	You may recall that Tania won the Best in Show award at the 2024 QuiltNSW Exhibition for her quilt “Quilter’s Workout”.
	The principal sponsor was Blessington and they provided the Best of Show award, a new Pfaff 635 sewing machine to Pip Porter for her quilt             “Hot Flush”.
	Above: Modern Quilt Show Committee plus overseas guest Karen Cooper  Right: Pip Porter receiving her prize from Cath Quinlan of Blessington
	Other winners included          Viewer’s Choice awarded to Tamara Stunnell for “Fragmented”., and          Judges’ Choice awards to    Carolynne Gordon for “Out There”,                                                         Sara Prince for “Do Lizards Have Teeth” and                                                        Rebecca Hastings for “No Shrinking Violet”.
	There was also plenty of retail therapy available from Berry Quilt Co, You Are Brave, Material Girls DownUnder, The Jammy Stitch, Sew Can I and My Sewing Supplies.
	The raffle quilt “Tilted Tiles” was made and donated by members of Wollongong MQG. All money raised went to OWN NSW (Older Women’s Network) in support of their Buy a Brick campaign which aims to provide safe housing options for older women.
	The Show gave modern quilters from across Australia the chance to meet up in person and make new connections. We were honoured to have Karen Cooper, the Executive Director of the international Modern Quilt Guild (MQG), fly out from the USA to open our Show. She came straight from the airport and spent her first day setting up quilt frames with our volunteers!
	Looking to the future, we aim to make this a biennial quilt show featuring the best of Australian modern quilting talent.
	A full list of winners and photographs is available on our website at https://www.modernquiltshowaustralia.com
	Hot Flush by Pip Porter and Fragmented by Tamara Stunnell
	Maitland Patchwork Quilters
	Maitland City Council press release:
	This year’s City of Maitland Medal has been awarded to Maitland Patchwork Quilters, Inc. in recognition of their support for people experiencing homelessness.  This dedicated group of volunteers commit their time to making and distributing warm quilts to disadvantaged people, bringing them comfort, hope and joy and truly making a difference in people’s lives.
	L-R: Lynne Banwell, Leslie Tobin, Kathy Labour & Joyce Burgess In 2023, Maitland Patchwork Quilters set up a Community Quilts Program where we make quilts and bags and gift them to local groups like nursing homes, women’s shelters, hospitals, etc., and for disaster relief, like the Taree floods. A group we support - GAPS (grandparents as parents) - nominated MPQ for a Maitland Council Australia Day award for our efforts. On Australia Day 2026, MPQ won the Maitland Medal for our volunteer and community support work. We are proud of the efforts of all our members. Just to be nominated was a thrill, but to win the award is amazing!! Our president, Kathy Labour accepted the award on behalf of MPQ. Also present at the awards ceremony were Leslie Tobin, the group’s co-ordinator for the Community Quilts Program, CQP committee member Joyce Burgess & past president Lynne Banwell.
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	Upcoming Events
	Eastwood Patchwork Quilters  Celebrate Milestone Anniversary.
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